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Board of Directors Meeting
Minutes

Tuesday, May 21, 2013, 6:30 PM
Marriott Hotel

Albany, NY

Attending:, Jim Bowles, Rick Choppa, Nicole DePasquale, Karen Dolge, Pat
Glover, Vince Juliano, Linda Kranick, Don Lawrence, Rob Moore, Bobbi Palma,
Chris Rush, Pete Sheridan, Ken Skinner, Chuck Terry

Absent: Abby Atkins, George Regan, Joe Shufelt

I. Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the March Meeting. It was
pointed out that Chris Duwe was originally to be appointed as
Membership Chair, but has expressed interest in the position of
Treasurer. Motion to approve as amended: (Moore, Choppa),
Passed Unanimously.

II. Discussion Items:

1. Relationship with Empire State Sports Council: An extensive
discussion ensued regarding the Association’s relationships with ESSC. It
was generally agreed that ESSC’s summer meet series provides
opportunities for athletes, and especially for youth clubs, to participate in
organized competition, helping them to prepare for Association
championships. The discussion also touched upon the Association’s
responsibility to assure that events sanctioned by USATF are conducted in
a safe and orderly manner. This is somewhat impaired by not having
certified officials officially working these meets. Action Item: Rick Choppa
will contact Joe Shufelt to discuss the idea of assigning willing USATF
officials to work ESSC’ s meets, with a view to assure that the meets are
adequately addressing safety issues.

2. Nominating Committee: Chris Rush reported that a nominating
committee has been formed, including himself, Nicole DePasquale, Rick
Choppa and Chuck Terry. The committee will seek to: 1) determine current
officers and board members’ interests in continuing current roles, 2). Seek
out persons interested/willing to stand for elected positions, and 3) draft a
proposed amendment to the by-laws which would create overlapping terms
of office. These should be available for discussion at the August board
meeting.
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3. Membership Committee: A lengthy discussion ensued
regarding possible strategies for attracting new members. Pete Sheridan
proposed letters acknowledging outstanding scholastic track and field
athletes at the end of their seasons. Motion (Sheridan/Glover)
Moved that A. Pete Sheridan will develop list of scholastic athletes to be
recognized and B. Linda Kranick will explore how to extend this beyond
current T&F athletes, e.g., cross country, and possible inclusion of
scholastic athletes beyond Section 2. Motion passed unanimously. Chris
Rush noted the importance of reaching out to the member clubs, Karen
Dolge noted that the Kinderhook club currently has more than 200 adult
members. This is separate from the Glencadia Bullets, a youth club
covering the same geographical area. Linda Kranick reported on the Kinetic
club’s efforts to recruit youth in the Saratoga areas.

4. Outdoor Championships Update: Ken Skinner reported: The
JO Association championships will be held at Schuylerville High
School on June 22, to be followed that afternoon by the Open/Masters
meet at the same site. Pete Sheridan has chaired the Games Committee,
with Ken and Chuck Terry serving as Meet Directors.

Don Lawrence reported on behalf of George Regan: Registration for FRW
is up 9.3 % over last year. George has negotiated a one year contract with
the baking company, which has also provided funds for new banners. Joan
Benoit Samuelson will also be participating this year.

5. Treasurer’s Report: Nicolle DePasquale submitted a written
report. As of May 20, the profit/loss shows a current surplus of $186,165.
The required 990-e form was submitted on time by Al Maikels. The
Association was charged $ 950. The meeting with Dan Kumlander and
prospective Treasurer Chris Duwe is yet to take place.

Move to Adjourn: 8:50 PM

Respectfully submitted,
C. Christopher Rush, Secretary


